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In a letter from Ashton to West of March 4th, 17361,
from King's he excuses himself, in answer I think to a
polite remonstrance of West's, for not having written
before. "A violent fit of adverse valetude" he says "has
for some time chaind my thoughts." He then discourses
in somewhat dreary fashion in reply to some remarks of
West's on Letter Writing and concludes "I intended to
have filled a sheet & Walpole's Italian coming in makes
me finish before I come to the bottom of a page." This
Italian is I suppose Piazza, who also taught Gray and
perhaps Ashton too. See Gray's letter to Mr Birkett of
Peterhouse which made that gentleman so angry (letter
in. ed. Gosse vol. n. and Mr Gosse's note there. Also
Mr Gosse's Life of Gray p. 18).
The following letters from Ashton throw so much light
upon elections to King's in those days, that I am tempted
to give them at some length. It will be seen by West's
letter of Aug. 1736, p. 82, that the efforts for Prinsep,
alias 'Quid', were unavailing.
I am indebted to the Provost of Eton for the substance
of the following explanation of Ashton's scheme. Prinsep
was fourth on the Eegister for King's. Ashton hoped that
Prinsep might get King's by the opportune occurrence of
at least four vacancies. One was to be made by Thomas
Lane reported (wrongly) to be dead—a second by William
Willymott, who was to resign under Dr Berriman's in-
fluence, whatever that was—a third by John Ewer "by
means of the Duke of Rutland" (Ewer had been Lord
Granby's travelling Tutor, Alumni Etonenses p. 314)—and
1 1735 in Mitford's transcript; perhaps to be understood
as 1735-6. Walpole tells us that he went up to King's,
March llth, 1735, and before the date of this letter he has
apparently already been in residence, and studying Italian at
Cambridge.

